Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
In the title complex, [Zn(C 10 H 8 N 5 )Cl] n , the Zn II ion is fourcoordinated by one Cl atom and three N atoms from two in situ-generated deprotonated 5-(1-methyl-1H-benzimidazol-2-yl-N 3 )-1,2,3-triazol-1-ide ligands in a slightly distorted tetrahedral geometry. The Zn II ions are bridged by the ligands, forming a helical chain along [001] . C-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds and -interactions between the imidazole rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.4244 (10) Å ] assemble the chains into a three-dimensional supramolecular network.
Related literature
For general background to hydrothermal in situ reactions, see: Chen & Tong (2007) ; Zheng et al. (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 10 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) . (Chen & Tong, 2007) . Some hydrothermal in situ metal-ligand decarboxylation reactions have been reported in the past (Zheng et al., 2009) . According to our research, we found the 5- program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
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Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title complex. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. 
